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 W
hile working in the 
research and develop-
ment department of the 
Mercedes-Benz factory 

in Stuttgart, German engineer Robert 
Gülpen was so taken by the beauty of the 
automobiles produced there he decided 
to capture them in meticulously built 
models. But they were not to be just any 
kind of models; he wanted to create the 
“Mercedes” of miniature cars and eventu-
ally came up with the idea of rebuilding 
them in solid precious metals. 

The very first model he realised, a 
Mercedes SL600, now graces the board-
room of the luxury carmaker, which also 
presents its vip customers with models 
from Gülpen’s workshop. The mini-
atures, which are limited to either five or 
25 pieces worldwide, are designed with 
close attention to detail and sometimes 
consist of more than 100 parts, which all 

have to be cast in individual moulds. This 
production is a very elaborate process, 
which takes around six weeks to com-
plete. The casts can be produced in solid 
sterling silver, gold or platinum, with 
prices reaching as high as US$170,000, 
depending on metal trading prices. For 
those on a tighter budget, he also uses 
metal covered with gold and platinum. 

And it’s not only cars you can have 
reproduced by Gülpen. Anything that 
might be precious to you can be repli-
cated in shining metals. Past customer 
requests have included private jets, 
yachts and even dogs, horses and falcons. 
The modelling process is documented 
with digital photos, which are sent to the 
customer for approval so that there’s no 
unpleasant surprise when the final piece 
is delivered.

Visit www.guelpen.com for more 
information.

model  making

A Little Reminder 
If you can’t take your eyes off your car, pet or 
prIvate jet, why not have It remodelled In sIlver, 
gold or platInum and keep It on your desk

attention  
to detail

Robert Gülpen uses his skill  
as an engineer to create  
scale models in precious metals.

1. In order to replicate each part  
of the car in the correct scale and 
to fit the pieces together evenly, 
every detail must be measured 
precisely by model specialist 
Gülpen and his team 

2. Almost every detail of the engine 
and car body is remodelled before 
it is covered by a miniature bonnet 
of pure gold  

3. Bonnet, trunk and doors of the 
replica are moving parts and can  
be opened so the owner can 
admire every detail of the precious 
scale model  

pimp my car
To celebrate its 
four-billionth 
“vehicle,” and 
40th anniversary, 
toy makers Hot 
Wheels produced 
a celebratory 
model car. Valued 
at a whopping 
US$140,000, the 
model is cast in 
18-karat white 
gold, covered in 
blue, white and 
black diamonds 
and has rubies for 
tail lights. The car 
was designed by 
celebrity jeweller 
Jason of Beverly 
Hills, and it’s 
certainly hot!
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